THE REFINING AND PARTING OF GOLD BULLION.
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used, or a clay pot may be fitted inside a graphite guard pot. The size of the crucibles and the weight of the charges of bullion vary greatly, but in extraction mills, as a general rule, a gold-charge does not exceed 4CO ozs., and a silver-charge 1,200 ozs. in weight. In mints and refineries, much larger crucibles are employed, holding different amounts up to 6,000 ozs. of metal.
Melting the Bullion.—All crucibles must be thoroughly annealed before being used;" otherwise, the contained moisture being suddenly converted into steam when the crucible is heated rapidly, the pots crack. The crucible is kept on a shelf near the flue, for as many days or weeks as convenient, before being used. It is then placed on the top of the furnace or in the ashpit for a few hours, when it will probably be safe to hold it over the open furnace by means of the crucible tongs, until it becomes gradually warm. Alter a few minutes, the crucible being turned round at intervals, it can be lowered rim downwards upon the burning fuel, and as soon as the rim becomes red-hot, the crucible is quite safe, and may be turned over and placed in position for the reception of the gold. "With Salamander crucibles, a less degree of care in annealing will suffice, as they are well annealed before being sold. The crucible rests on a firebrick about 3 inches thick, which is laid on the
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Fig. 190.—Chargiug-scoop and Shoot.
bars of the grate. If the firebrick were omitted, the bottom of the pot, resting directly on the fire-bars, would be too cold, while a layer of fuel, if placed below the pot, would soon be burnt out, and could not readily be replaced, so that the pot would sink down to the bars. The fuel is built up round the pot until it reaches to its rim, or the top of the muffle, and the fire urged until the whole pot is at a full red heat. Borax is then thrown into the crucible by means of a scoop to slag off metallic oxides and so assist the metal to melt. As soon as the borax is melted, the introduction of the bullion is commenced. The safest way to do this is to use the shoot shown in Fig. 190, which is held in position, its lower edge being inside the crucible, with the left hand, while the metal is transferred to it in a scoop by the right hand. In this way the melter avoids all danger of loss which might be encountered if the metal scrap were wrapped in paper and added by the tongs. Large pieces of metal are added with the crucible tongs. The cover, which must also have been previously well annealed, is kept on the crucible as much as possible. The fuel is pushed down with the poker to avoid scaffolding, and fresh pieces of coke added when required. The crucible is not allowed to become more than two-thirds full at any time, but more metal is added

